City of West St. Paul

City Council Meeting Minutes
September 11, 2017

6:30 p.m,

1. Call to Order

Mayor Jenny Halverson called the meeting to order at 7:00 p.m.

2. Roll Call

Present: Mayor Jenny Halverson and Councilmembers Ed Iago, Anthony Fernandez, John
Bellows, Dave Napier and Dick Vitelli. Clpn. Bob Pace had an excused absence.

Others: City Manager Ryan Schroeder, Assistant City Manager and HR Director Sherrie Le,
Public Works and Parks Director Ross Beckwith, Community Development Director Jim
Hartshorn, Finance Director Char Stark, Police Chief Manila Shaver, Attorney Korine Land and
City Clerk Chantal Doriott.

\

3. Pledge of Allegiance

4, Adopt the Agenda

Motion was made by Clpn. lago and seconded by Clpn. Bellows to remove Consent Agenda item
9.A. OCWS minutes of August 28" for review and amending. All other agenda items were
approved as presented. All members present voted aye. Motion carried.

5. OCWS Briefing

Mayor Halverson stated the following items were discussed at the work session held prior to this
meeting: ‘

e 2018 Preliminary budget — further discussion held; Council heard about further budget
reductions

¢ Organized Waste Hauling Management

6. Citizen Comments

No one wished to speak.
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7. Council Comments

Mayor Halverson thanked staff for such a great job on the fall newsletter and spoke about Robert
Street and the Dodge Nature Center.

Clpn. Fernandez asked everyone to take a moment to reflect on this date. It changed many people
and subsequently he lost his cousin. Take a moment to pay respect with all the people who lost
their lives and anyone dealing with issues.

Clpn. lago displayed a newspaper with the headline Beyond Belief - the headline was from the
day after 9-11. Most remember that day vividly said Clpn. lago. He asked everyone to consider
“What If” you would undergo a similar tragedy or you called 911 to ask for assistance. There are
people in Florida and Texas living under extraordinary circumstances right now. People have
died, their property has been damaged, people are scared and confused and unsure of their safety.
All these people have the same question — who do I call. Who can I turn to in this time of need.
Every answer is the same — the First Responders - our police and fire personnel. Call 911 and
they will come; they will help you. Please don’t take these brave men and women for granted.
These First Responders are special and we need to appreciate and thank them at every
opportunity.

8. Proclamations, Presentations and Recognitions
A. Donation, Target, Heroes and Helpers

Police Chief Shaver opened and said Target will give a very generous donation for the City
Heroes and Helpers program. He invited Greg up to the podium to speak. As the Executive Team
Leader, this is his second year; he really looks forward to this program. A lot of recognition
should go to Laura Vaughn. The whole idea is to get kids early in the community and expose
them to fire and police personnel. We want to let them know they are supported. Laura and
others work with the school district to identify students. It is a great program and very beneficial.

Motion was made by Clpn. Bellows and seconded by Clpn. Fernandez to approve and adopt
Resolution No. 17-68 accepting a donation from Target Corporation for the Heroes and Helpers
Program through our police department. All members present voted aye. Motion carried.

9. Consent Agenda

A. Previous Meeting Minutes for the 8-28-17 regular council meeting

B. Rental Licensing

C. List of Claims

D. Settlement of Parcels 101-103

E. Resolution No. 17-67 Declare Surplus, "Doc" (Police canine)

F. Amendment to GS Hourly Employee Heath Care Savings Plan (no resolution was adopted)
G. Award Contract for Sports Complex Irrigation CP 17-6
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Motion was made by Clpn. Vitelli and seconded by Clpn. Iago to approve the consent agenda
items as listed above. All members present voted aye. Motion carried.

10. Public Hearing
A. Public Hearing on Proposed Assessments of Unpaid Invoices

Finance Director Char Stark gave an overview. The invoices are for weed cutting, miscellaneous
changes and administrative citations for junk and unsheltered storage, inoperable vehicles and
property maintenance and unlicensed rentals. Some of the invoices were satisfied and the total
amount being assessed is $80,000.44.

Comments/Questions:

e Clpn. Iago asked if any properties are current rentals. Yes, there are invoices included
that are for rental properties. Is there anything in our rental license that stipulates the
license holder could come before this group? Unpaid invoices for rental properties can be
considered for due course during the license rental period.

e Clpn. Fernandez asked when these invoice amounts would be certified to taxes. Director
Stark explained they would be included in the 2018 property tax statement. Settlements
are made, to the City, in May and October from the county. There is an additional 5% tax
added to the tax bill that comes back to the city.

The public hearing opened at 6:57 p.m.

Ms, Jennifer Tschida, a representative for property owner at 1253 Ofttawa, spoke against the
assessment. She said the property owner did not know what the charge was for weeds. She said
she had received a notice in April and had cleaned up the garden and front yard. She claimed to
have never received another notice or invoice. Council and staff explained the process for
objection. The letter objecting to the assessment for said property is attached to these minutes.
The public hearing closed at 7:00 p.m.

Motion was made by Clpn. Vitelli and seconded by Clpn. lago to approve the list of proposed
assessments as presented, and attached to the minutes. All members present voted aye. Motion
carried.

11. New Business

A. Rental License Hearing - 129 Bernard St E

On July 10 the Council approved a rental license for the property owner of 129 Bernard St. E. as
a provisional license, due to an excessive number of city code violations occurring at the
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property. The property is owned by William Bernier. Since the conversion to a provisional
license, there have been sufficient concerns to prompt staff to schedule this license revocation
hearing. Section 150.040 Subdivision B of the City Code allows City Council to hold a license
hearing to review any issues/problems associated with any licensed property/business. The
violations include:

e Mr. Bernier failed to comply with several of the conditions of the provisional rental
license as outlined in the meeting materials.

e Mr. Bernier has violated the requirement of the rental licensing ordinance which states
the owner of the property cannot have a conviction of any crime or offense in the
previous five years involving or relating to the licensed activity, unless they are able to
show competent evidence of sufficient rehabilitation and present fitness to perform the
duties of the business. Mr. Bernier has the following criminal convictions:

o Misdemeanor conviction for Operating Without A Rental License at 405 — 16th
Ave. North, South St. Paul — (2015); and

o Felony conviction for Terroristic Threats for an incident involving the St. Paul
Inspections Department concerning his rental properties (2015).

Additionally, although unrelated to the rental license activity, Mr. Bernier was recently convicted
of a felony violation of a Harassment/Restraining Order (2017).

It is important to note that due to an excessive number of city code violations. Staff met with Mr.
Bernier back in May, in an attempt to mitigate concerns at the property and to inform him that
any additional violations may result in a rental license hearing before the Council. At that
meeting, Mr. Bernier stated that he struggles to maintain his property in West St. Paul due to his
numerous other rental properties; and therefore he requires his tenants to maintain the property.
When staff informed him that the property owner is ultimately responsible for the activities at the
property, Mr. Bernier abruptly ended the meeting without finding a resolution to the ongoing
issues.

As required by City Code 110.12 Subd. D(1)b, staff provided a license hearing revocation notice
to Mr. Bernier at least 20 days prior to the hearing.

Council would like to see a list of any administrative citations for this property for further
review.

Motion was made by Clpn. and seconded by Clpn. lago to continue this item for two weeks to
the next Council meeting until Ward 1 Clpn. Bob Pace can be in attendance. All members
present voted aye. Motion carried.

B. Rental License Hearing - 203 Moreland Ave E

Attorney Korine Land gave an overview. On July 10 Council reviewed the renewal request for
the rental property owned by Houses LLC, located at 203 Moreland Ave. E. Due to an excessive
number of city code violations occurring at the property, staff recommended that the property be
placed on a provisional license. At the July 10 meeting, Council decided to renew the rental
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license as a provisional license with added conditions. The owner/property manager has failed to
comply with the conditions established, including submitting an approved mitigation plan,
meeting with the police department and failing to submit a renewal license application in a
timely manner.

Property Manager Brian Peterson, a Woodbury resident, said he did not receive the paperwork as
it was mailed to the Eagan office. When he received an email on September 6 he went to take
care of the business but was told he needed to wait until this meeting for this hearing. The City
sent him four notifications in 30 days. In addition, there was another notification for a vehicle
without tabs. He is sorry and should have taken care of this issue. He has been managing the
property for three years. He can take care of this immediately. Director Hartshorn said multiple
notices were sent. The issue is that the property owner should be taking care of issues. The
certified letter came back “didn’t pick up”.

Motion was made by Clpn. Vitelli and seconded by Clpn. Bellows to continue the item for two
more weeks to the next meeting and advised Mr. Peterson to meet with city staff. All members
present voted aye. Motion carried.

12. Old Business

There was no old business to consider.

13. Adjourn

Motion was made by Clpn. Bellows and seconded by Clpn. Vitelli to adjourn the meeting at 7:10
p.m. All members present otion carried.

Jenpy Halverson

yo
C f West St. Paul
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On Motion of Clpn, V 1+el Li Seconded by Clpn. T aq o
i

RESOLUTIONNO. 17-(777

A RESOLUTION DECLARING CERTAIN PROPERTY
SURPLUS (POLICE CANINE “DOC”), AND AUTHORIZING DOC’S
RETURN TO THE IMPPORTER

WHEREAS, certain property is no longer needed or suitable for public service, and can/should
be offered for sale and/or disposal.

WHEREAS, the police department’s current canine, “Doc,” has served the community well
before developing a medical condition prohibiting his continued service;

WHEREAS, the continued deployment of Doc would place Doc at risk of injury and cause
greater liability for the City;

WHEREAS, the City, the police department and the Council would like to recognize Officer Joe
Gobely and Doc for their dedication and excellent service to the City;

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED BY THE CITY COUNCIL OF THE CITY OF
WEST ST. PAUL, MINNESOTA:

Declares, that on September 11, 2017, Doc, a police canine, will be retired from active police
duty and considered surplus (medically retired). Be it further resolved the police department is
hereby authorized to return Doc to the canine importer. Should the canine importer fail or refuse
to take ownership, the police chief is hereby authorized to dispose of Doc in a humane manner,
appropriate for police canines no longer in police service.

Adopted by the City Council this 11% day of September, 2017.

Ayes: vl Nays: O

\ , 1 :
] / Attest: M\i/@;p m

) _
O] J ennyﬁWaﬁor Chantal Doriott, City Clerk



On Motion of ﬁ ¢ ( low3s . Seconded by Fe&/wam&@ 2.

RESOLUTION NO. 17- &8

RESOLUTION ACCEPTING A DONATION FROM TARGET CORPORATION
(HEROS AND HELPERS PROGRAM)

WHEREAS, Target Corporation has a program entitled “Heroes and Helpers” which provides
funds for local first responders (police and fire personnel) to holiday shop with their youth;

WHEREAS, the City has received $3,000 from Target to participate in the Heroes and
Helpers program; '

WHEREAS, the Mayor and City Council acknowledges Target’s continued generosity and
their efforts to improve the holiday experience for our community’s youth;

WHEREAS, the Mayor and City Council extends their appreciation to Target Corporation for
this generous donation;

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED, that the Mayor and City Council accepts this
$3,000 donation from Target Corporation on behalf of the City of West St. Paul and
authorizes the police department to expend these funds in the manner described by Target’s
Heroes and helpers program.

Adopted by the City Council of the City of West St. Paul this 11% day of September, 2017.

Ayes: 5’ o S—

J W&l%rson, MayW Chantal Doriott, City Clerk




CITY OF WEST ST. PAUL

1616 HUMBOLDT AVENUE, WEST ST. PAUL, MN 55118-3972

MUNICIPAL CENTER 651-552-4100 POLICE 651-552-4200
PARKS/RECREATIONG51-552-4150 FIRE 651-552-4176
FAX 651-552-4190 TDD 651-552-4222

TO BE PUBLISHED IN THE EDITION OF AUGUST 27, 2017
NOTICE OF HEARING ON PROPOSED ASSESSMENTS

Notice is hereby given that the West St. Paul City council will meet at 8:30 p.m. on September 11, 2017 in the Council Chambers of the

Municipal Genter, 1616 Humboldt Avenue to pass upon proposed assessment for unpaid invoices for weed cutting, miscellaneous
charges, and administrative citations,

The amount to be assessed for the above items is $93,369.18. The lands proposed to be assessed are the properties, which benefited
from the services rendered as follows:

42-01700-30-010
42-01900-13-040
42-03900-13-010
42-14100-00-070
42-19700-00-131
42-21900-02-020
42-31052-03-020
42-33400-01-200
42-34950-04-021
42-34952-01-260
42-38000-26-020
42-38000-50-110
42-43500-01-012
42-47700-01-050
42-48100-06-120
42-48100-17-200
42-48750-00-030
42-62800-01-010
42-71401-01-020
42-76000-01-060
42-83810-03-090

42-01700-50-012

42-02000-38-050
42-04300-01-010
42-14400-03-021
42-20100-00-040
42-21900-03-461
42-31500-03-260
42-33400-02-272
42-34951-01-050
42-34952-06-040
42-38000-30-060
42-42800-02-040
42-43500-02-040
42-47700-01-160
42-48100-10-070
42-48100-20-070
42-48755-01-010
42-63401-03-070
42-71401-01-050
42-76450-03-134
42-83820-02-080

42-01700-63-060
42-02000-78-080
42-04300-06-011
42-15100-01-091
42-20200-01-020
42-23700-08-010
42-31500-04-150
42-34000-02-110
42-34951-01-150
42-34852-08-040
42-38000-34-100
42-42900-01-150
42-44200-01-020
42-47700-02-080
42-48100-11-220
42-48200-03-030
42-51200-00-050
42-83450-07-140
42-71500-01-020
42-76450-03-147
42-84400-00-070

42-01800-82-030
42-02000-84-012
42-04500-04-010
42-15400-01-020
42-20200-01-040
42-28500-02-161
42-32500-01-030
42-34100-02-280
42-34951-02-140
42-36400-02-070
42-38000-42-072
42-43200-02-080
42-44500-01-020
42-48100-01-201
42-48100-12-200
42-48550-00-060
42-51400-00-070
42-86750-02-120
42-72800-00-040
42-83400-05-101

42-01800-82-150
42-02900-04-010
42-04500-11-010
42-18604-03-176
42-20200-01-130
42-30000-06-021
42-32500-01-190
42-34950-02-120
42-34952-01-070
42-38000-25-050
42-38000-48-040
42-43300-02-140
42-47500-00-151
42-43100-04-100
42-48100-13-010
42-48550-00-280
42-56701-01-060
42-70900-01-050
42-75100-00-051
42-83680-01-011

The proposed assessment roll is on file for public inspection in the office of the City Clerk and writien or oral objections thereto by any
property owner will be considered at said hearing.

YOU ARE FURTHERED NOTIFIED, that no appeal may be taken to District Court as to the amount of any assessment adopted by the
Council after said hearing unless a written objection, signed by the affected property owner, is filed with the City Clerk prior to the
assessment hearing or presented to the presiding officer at the hearing.

Any property owner may then appeal an assessment to District Court pursuant to MN Statues; by thereafter serving Notice of Appeal
upon the Mayor or City Clerk within 30 days after the adoption of the assessment and filing such notice with the District Court within 10
days after service upon the Mayor or City Clerk.

Interested persons will be heard at this meeting.

Chantal Doriott
City Clerk

PROMOTING AND PRESERVING A COMUUNITY OF EXCELLENCE
BY THE ETHICAL, RESPONSIVE, EFFICIENT AND INNOVATIVE PROVISION OF SERVICES
EOE/AAE
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